
8th GRADE ELA 

Students will strengthen their confidence as readers & writers through the study of diverse perspectives in 

contemporary stories as well as from those set in the past. 

Students will strengthen their ability to communicate their own thinking & stories in a variety of forms. 

 

YEAR AT A GLANCE 

UNIT 1 - LAUNCHING WORKSHOP: What kind of stories do you read and why do you read them? 
 

UNIT 2 - MEMOIR: Everyone has a story. What is your story? What is the best way to share your story? 
 

UNIT 3 - HISTORICAL FICTION BOOK CLUBS: What can we learn from stories of the past? 
 

UNIT 4 - LITERARY ESSAY: How are themes developed in historical fiction stories? 
 

UNIT 5 - POETRY: How can poetry tell stories? How does the way a poem is written impact its meaning? 
 

UNIT 6 - INFORMATIONAL TEXT: How does information affect our understanding of the world? How can we 
share the story of our learning? 
 

UNIT 7 - SOCIAL ISSUES BOOK CLUBS: How does reading stories told from the 
perspectives of others impact our thinking about social issues? How can we apply what 
we read to move toward a better future?  

 

GRADES: 
While you may be accustomed to grades based on the scores students earn on published 
writing pieces, I believe that experimentation, process and growth are more important. 
So in order to push students to grow as readers and writers, students’ summative grades 
are primarily based on observable behaviors during workshop, specific goals students 
set, and through their own self-reflection and evidence of growth. Summative 
assessments constitute 80% of students’ overall grades and formative assessments & 
homework constitute 20% of the grade. 

 
WORKSHOP MODEL: 
Our curriculum focuses on alternating reading and writing units of study. We utilize 
the workshop model by teaching mini-lessons and giving students time to practice the 
skills taught during the mini-lesson during the remainder of class. This workshop time 
provides opportunities for one-on-one conferring and small group lessons to 
reinforce and extend learning.  
 
WRITING PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS: 
1st Semester - Published Memoir, Literary Essay, On-demand Narrative & Writing 
About Reading  

2nd Semester - Poetry Anthology, Information Text, On-demand Essay, Writing About 
Reading 

 
PERSONAL READING REQUIREMENTS: Students will be expected to read and comprehend a self-selected and/or 
book club book every two weeks. We want students to increase the volume of their personal reading. 



 

Hello Hixson Families, 

 

I am thrilled to have your child in 8th Grade English Language Arts class! Some of our most important 

work this year will focus on strengthening reading and writing stamina and skills so that students are 

prepared for the demands of high school. 

In order to meet the individual reading requirements for this class and build the capacity to tackle 

increasingly difficult text, students must read at home. The rigorous reading required in high school and 

college English classes suggests that 8th graders read an entire book every 5-10 days. For our purposes 

here at Hixson, we require students to select and read at least 1 novel every 2 weeks with the hope that their 

reading stamina grows beyond that requirement. I would love to see all students challenge themselves to 

read at least 25 books this school year! 

In the interest of engagement and motivation, students have choice in what they read. As 8th graders 

explore the world around them and beyond them, they are often drawn to young adult (YA) novels that reflect 

the issues they face and include mature themes and the occasional use of strong language. Because I 

believe student choice and voice is imperative in building a reading life, I will not censor students’ personal 

reading selections. When students read diverse novels, they develop an awareness of characters’ 

perspectives outside their own. These experiences are invaluable as students grow and mature.  

It is my hope that you will ensure that your child reads at home regularly. If you are concerned 

about the content of your child’s book, I encourage you to talk to your child about what he/she is reading. 

Ask about the characters, conflicts and what he/she thinks about while reading the book. I am consistently 

impressed by the connections and insights that 8th graders make when reading self-selected literature. 

These experiences help foster a stronger sense of empathy and compassion. 

If you ever become concerned about a book your child is reading and would like to discuss it with 

me, please know that I am just a phone call or email away. Ultimately, if you are uncomfortable with a title that 

your child selects for his/her independent reading, I will support your decision and do everything within my 

power to help your child find another title. 

I look forward to a fantastic school year and partnering with you in support of your child’s growth as 

a reader and writer. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stacy Camden 
 
 

P.S. Our classroom benefits each year from the generosity of our community. If you would like to help build 

our classroom library, please consider donating gently used books that you no longer need--especially 

ones you’ve loved (if you can bear to part with them). Another way you can contribute to our library is 

through my Amazon Wish List with titles suggested by students at https://amzn.to/2KA9XBr . Better yet…come 

to class and give a short book talk and share your favorite book with us! 

https://amzn.to/2KA9XBr

